NORTH STAR

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

DATE: 9/7/25

MEMBERS PRESENT: Damarae Mckenzie Annabel Josh Riley Raf
Elijah Conner

Not attending: Alfie Corra Reece Bradley (Mrs Walsh to check if
these students want to continue next year).

Staff Present: LW, JOL, SIM

Feedback on
actions from last
meeting

Reminder of our feedback from last meeting as we would still like
benches around the school:

“Straight” benches along side of playground

In the area outside KS4 where people wait for taxis

“Picnic style” on the grass at back of KS4

Out of the back of the fire-escape in the canteen this could be made
into a nicer area with benches

How are things
going?
- Lessons
- School
day
- Catering
- Breaks
- AOB

Ms Marshall came to the meeting to discuss school lunches. She
shared a new menu with us — all bar one student voted that the
school would switch to this new menu in Sept. We also passed on
feedback about the food in general.

Mrs Luke asked us to discuss:

e Student council display — all students happy with their photos
on new display board.

e KS3 temperature — the fans are really helping but not enough,
it’s still too hot. What are the rules with propping more doors
open? (e.g. fire doors etc). Can windows be updated with
grates/ open better/further etc? Difficult to hear teacher
talking with fans on, some classes have to switch them off as
too loud. Can we invest in air con? The building is often very
cold in winter too so needs a better temperature control all
round.

e PE kit/changing. Of the 8 students attending, 5 said they
don’t change at all and 3 said they changed completely (i.e. a
whole fresh set of clothes). We know some students also
keep their kit on under their uniform but none in SC said they
do this. Reasons for this were mostly around the lack of
privacy and not liking getting changed in front of others.
Students that do change said that they go in the lockable KS4
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toilet cubicles. Students very bravely shared that it is mostly a
body-confidence issue, but also that they are aware that some
students may secretly have their phone and could take photos
of them in a shared changing area. Students were really keen
to have cleaner private changing facilities; even those who
change in the toilets don’t particularly like doing so as the
floors are not always keen and it is hard to keep their own
clothes and bag from going on the dirty floor. Another issue
was leaving their belongings in the changing room — SC
wondered if we could have lockers? Some students don’t like
not being able to have their bag/coat etc next to them as they
would in lessons.

Summer uniform — students were keen on this idea, they
preferred a light colour polo shirt top/dark shorts option as
they felt a lighter colour was more summery. They would
prefer if the shorts were non-tailored sports type shorts
(better for playing sports at break time etc), but agreed they
would be happy to wear something with the school badge.
They would like to see the first set given free to students, with
the cost kept as low as possible for purchasing additional
items. If tailored shorts were chosen, would there be a girls’
equivalent for this for those not wanting to wear a skirt?

Voting on the following points:
(scores given out of 10, 10 being very good)

Feeling safe in school—-81097 6976 (all 6+)

Lower scores are around the fact that some feel there is
intimidation from older towards younger students (LW to pass
this on confidentially to SLT)

| have a trusted adult—-58943985

Some students were worried about the changes in staffing for
next year and felt like their trusted adults were amongst those
leaving. They also commented on the lack of ESSA sessions
recently

Learningin lessons—98 7867910 (all 6+)

Break and lunch options—78368.5985

Varying feedback — more KS3 options for gym, sometimes
MUGA is overcrowded, less confident students find this
difficult

School is calm and quiet—9554 6.5 3 3 7.5 (only 3 students
scored this 6+)
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Students really struggle with noise around school — examples
of it being noisy above KS4 maths classroom, students outside
the windows in KS4, students bang on doors/ come into
classrooms without permission in KS3 a lot - One student said
this happened around “every other day” in their particular
class but because of the disruption and annoyance this
causes, justified their low score.

What we want to
change or
develop?

Discussed above

Would you like to
talk about
anything else?

Students fed back the general comments, can be discussed further
next year after feedback from SLT:

e Students commented how much they like non-uniform days.

e Still would like benches and fixed gym equipment on the
playground

e Some PE equipment needs replacing/ updating — football nets,
basketball nets

e Benches mentioned above — can we have an “outdoor
classroom” space where we could work outside?

e Net over the MUGA? Are some neighbours getting annoyed
with our balls being kicked over into their gardens?

e Fix the school bus — a chair is broken, radio broken, it’s often
dirty. How can we make sure this is looked after better?

e More accessible water fountains around school and a better
way of making sure they are refilled regularly, can someone
be in charge of this?

ACTIONS:

For September:
e Check continuing council members
e Appoint new year 7s
e New staff lead

Next meeting:

September 2025




